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Mr. FQHN JANE VAT. 


CHAP. I. 

An Account of. him from his Childhood to the 
Seventeenth Year of his Age. 

R. John Fenezay was born in the year 163: 3. 

| Oftober 27, of religious A in B in 

the county of Herford. He te gave his 

parents,the hope, ot much comfort, and the ſymptoms 

of ſomething more than 2 quic kly appeared 


in him, ſo that Tone. who . bile, much feared 
hat his life would | Up d that 


od had ſome work 2 by or for him; e ſhew-. 
d that neither of them were miſtaken in their co 2 
ecture concerning him. He ſoon. out · ran p by. 
deriors for age, in Narning. Apdi it was.thay 
Po abr Judges, that fox Efie, 
olidity of 71 b the vaſtneſs of his intellectuals, 
nd the great a 0 his memory, he had a0 rome 
ad fox 27540 Guflering his age and ęædueatiqn. 
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He was initiated in the Latin tongue by his father 3 


| afterwards he was brought up at St. Paul's ſchool in 


London, where he made a conſiderable proficiency 
in Latin and Greet under the care of Mr, Langley, 
When he was about eleven years old he took a 
great fancy to Arithmetic and the Hebrew tongue. 

About this time his parents removing into a little 
village called 4/poden, had the opportunity of having 
their ſon inſtructed by a learned neighbour, who 
was pleaſed to count it a diverſion to read mathema- 
tics to him, being then about twelve years old ; and 
he made ſuch progreſs in thoſe ſtudies, that he read 
Oughtred with underſtanding, before he was thirteen 
years old, A perſon of quality, hearing of the ad- 
mirable proficiency of this boy, ſent for him up to 
London, and kept him with him for ſome time, to 
read mathematics to him. That which made him the 
more to be admired was, 'That he did what he did 


with the greateſt facility. He had no ſmall ſkill in 


muſic and other concomitants of the mathematics. 
In the year 1646, he was chofen by Mr. Rows the 
provoſt of Eaton college, one of the foundation of 
that ſchool, Where he gave no unſuitable returns 
to the high expectations that were conceived of him. 
After a little continuance at Eaton, he obtained 
leave of his maſter ta go to Oxford, to perfect him- 
ſelf in the ſtudy of mathematics, where being with 
Dr. Hard, one of the profeſſors of the univerfty, he 
attained to a ſtrange exactneſs in that ſtudy, nothing 
being within the reach of a man but he would un- 
dertake and graſp. The Doctor looked upon him as 
one of the wonders of his age; loved him dearly, and 
could not for ſome time atter his death ſcarce men- 
tion his name without tears. When he had ſpent 
about a quarter of a year with Dr. Ward'at Oxford, he 
was commanded to return to Eaton, where he ſoon 
gave proof of the improvement of his time while he 
was abſent, by calculating the eclipſes for many years 
before hand; ſo that by this time he had many eyes 
upon him as the glory of the ſchool., Yet he did 
not diſcover the leaſt A ation of ſelf-conceit, . 
| > hy t 
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. 
ther did any diſcernable pride attend theſe excellen- 


cies. So thatevery one took more notice of his parts 
than himſelf, | 


At about ſeventeen years old he was choſe to King's 


-ollege in Cambridge; at which time the electors did 
even contend for the patronage of this /cholar. He 
was choſen firſt that year, and an elder brother of 
his in the ſixth place; but he was very willing to 
change places with his elder brother, letting him 
have the firit, and thankfully accepting of the fixth 
lace, | 
g Beiides his great learning, and many other orna- 
ments of nattee, his deportment was ſo ſweet and 
lovely, his demeanor fo cuurteous and obliging, that 
many of them who had little kindneſs for morality, 
much leſs for grace, could not but ſpeak well of 
him. His great wiſdom and learning did even com- 
mand reſpect ; he had an excellent power over his 
paſſions, and was in a great meaſure free from the 
vices which uſually attend ſuch an age and place. 
But all this while he underſtood litile of the worth 
of Chriſt, and his own ſoul ; he ſtudied indeed the 
heavens, and knew the motion of the fun, moon, 
and ſtars, but he thought little of God, who made 
theſe things; or of his own heart, he did not as yet 
much bufy himſelf in the ſerious obſervation of the 


wandering of his ſpirit; the creature had not yet 


led hum to the Creator; he was ſtill too ready to 
take up with mere ſpeculation ; but God, when he 
was about eighteen years old, ſhone in upon his ſoul 
with power; and convinced him what a poor thir g 
it was to know fo much of the heavens and never 
come there, And that the greateſt knowledge with- 
out Chriſt, was but an empty dry bufineſs. He now 
thought Mr. Bolton had ſome reaſon on his fide, 
when he ſaid, Give me the moſt magnificent glorious 
1worldling, that ever trod upon earthly mould, richly crown- 
ed with all the ornaments and excellencies of nature, art, 
policy, prefermeht, or æohat heart can <viſh beſides ; yet 
without the life of grace, to animate and enoble them, 
be <vere ig the eye of heavenly <wiſiloms but as a rotten 
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carcaſe, ruck over with flowers, magnified dung, gilded 
rettenneſs, golden damhation. He began now to be 
of Anaxagoras's mind, That his work upon earth, 
was to ſtudy heaven and how to get thither, and that 
except a man might be . — to greater prefer- 
ment than this world can beſtow, it was not worth 
the while to be born. 


rn 


Of his Converfion, and Carriage when Fellow 
of the College. | 


H E great work of converſon, was not carried 

on upon his ſoul, in that dreadful manner, that 
it is upon ſome, but the Lord was pleaſed, ſweet! 
to unlock his heart, by the exemplary life, and hea- 
venly diſcourſe of a young man 1n the college, whoſe 
heart God had inflamed with love to his foul; he 


quickly made an attempt upon this young man, and 


the Spirit of God ſet home his counſels with ſuch 
power, that they proved effectual for his awakening ; 
being accompanied with the preaching of Dr. Hl, 
and Dr. Arrozv/nith, together with the reading of 


Mr. Baxter's Saint's Everlaiting Ret, 


Now a mighty alteration might eafily be difcerned 
in him. He began not to taſte ſo much ſweetneſs in 
thoſe kind of {tudies, which he ſo greedily employed 
himſelf in formerly. He began to pity them who 
were curious in their enquiries after every thing, but 
that which is moſt needful to be known, Chr:i/? and 
themfelves; and that which ſometimes was his gain 
he now counted loſs for Chriſt, yea doubtleſs he 
eſteemed all things but as dung and droſs in compa- 
riſon of Chrift, and him cracified. Not that he 
looked upon human learning as uſeleſs: but when 


fixed below Chriſt and not improved for Chriſt ; he 
| looked 
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looked upon wiſdom as folly, and learning as mad- 
neſs, and that which would make one more hike 
the devil, and more fit for his ſervice. _ * 
Mr. Jaue way nom conſidered how he might be 
improve what he did already know, and turn all his 
ſtudies into the right channel: Grace did not take 
him off from, bat made him more diligent and ſpiri- 
tual in his ſtudy. And now Chriſt was at the end 
and bottom of every thing : How did he plot and 
contrive how he might moſt expreſs his love and 
thanktulneſs to him who had br. aght him out of 
darkneſs into his marvellous light! To this end he 


/ ſent up and down packets of divine letters, in which 
he did diſcourſe io ſubſtantially and experimentally 
1 of the great things of God, that it would not at all 


have unbecome ſome grey head to have uwned what 
he wrote. EE hot 550 

He was notalittle like young Elibu, in whoſe words 
he uſed to excuſe his freedom with perſons of years, 
whoſe ſouls he dearly pitied. He aid, days /touls 
ſpeat, and the multitude of year s ſhould teach æviſilom, 
but there is a ſpirit in man, aud the inſpiration of the 
Almighty giveth them underſianding : J am full of mat- 
ter, the fhirit within me conflraincth me: beho!d my 
belly is as <vine evhich hat! no went, it is ready to burſt 
like new boltles, I <vill ſpeak that I may be refreſhed, 
O then how ſweet was the ſavour of his graces! he 
could not but ſpeak the things which he had ſeen and 
heard, and even invite all the world to taſte and ſee 
how good the Lord was. 

He began firit with his relations, begging and woo- | 
ing of them to think of their immortal ſouls and to | 11 
lay in ſpeedy proviſions for'a death-bed and eternity. 1 
Oh! with what compaſſion did he plead the cauſe of $1 
Chriſt with their ſouls ! What pathetic exprefſions 
did he uſe, what vehement expoſtulations, how fre- | 
quent, how particular in his applications to them! 11 
Oh! with what gravity and majeſty would he {peak 
of the myſteries of the goſpel ! 


; | © TRE 
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1 
Read what his language was (when he was between 


#:ghteen and wneteen years old) in a letter to a fliend 
that had the care of- many children, 


1 
2 >, arge is great upon a temporal account, but 
| ler upon a ſpiritual, Ont of an earneſt defire 
ef the 2. of f-uls and your own joy and peace, I impor- 
tanately requeſt that you will bawea great care of your chil. 
dien, and be often drofping in fie whoiſome admoni- 
tion. ; and this [ lunbly, with jubmiſion to your judg- 
ment in it, Commend to you 2 Not to admonifh them 
alugzs tog e ber, but likewiſe frivetcly one by one. Where- 
in you may pleaſe to p 2 pon then their natural cor- 
ruptic u, the nec h of regereration, the excellency of 
Cori/', and Bor unſpeakab! lovely it is 10 cc young ones 
feiting out for heaven. This way 1 think may do, moſt 
good, having had experience of it myſelf in ſom» ſmall 
meaſure ; God grant that all may work for the ed. ſying 
of thoſe who are : committed to yours. Tleave you u dir the 
pr ole. Lion of him that bath loved us, aud given himjeif 
for us. 
hen he was about twenty years old, he was made 
. Fellow of the College, which did not a little advance 
thoſe noble projects which he had for the promoting 
of the Intereſt of the Lord Chrif, Then how ſwcet- 
ly would he inſinuate into the young ones, defiring 
to carry as many of them as poſſibly he could along 
with bim to heaven; many attempts he made upon 
- ſome of the fame houle, that he might ſeaſon them 
with grace, and animate, and encourage thoſe who 
were looking towards heaven. And as for his own 
relations, never was there a more compaſſionate and 
tender-hearted brother, How many paihetical let- 
ters did he ſend them and how did he follow them 
with prayers and farb. 


Read what his 3 was in the following lines. & 


© Diſtance of place cannot at all leſſen that 
T gaturalbond, whereby WE are conjoined in blood, 
PERS 1 1s. * & neither 7 
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perienced what I-fay, 
one glimpſe of God's love, tbah in all that the 


him as he is tendered in the goſpel. 


1 
neither ought to leſſen that of love. Nay, where 
true love is, it cannot; for love towards you I can 
only ſay this, that 1 feel it better than I can ex preſs 
it: but love expreſſed and not felt is little worth, 
I therefore defire to make my love manifeſt in the 
beſt way I can, Let us look upon one another 
not as brethren only, but as members of the faine 
body whereof Chriſt is the head. Let us therefore 
breathe and hunger aiter him, fo that our cloſe 
knot may meet in Chriſt: If we are in Chriſt, and 
Chriſt in us, then we ſhall be one with another, 
This I know, you cannot compla'n for want of 


inſtruction, God hath no: been to us a dry wilder- 


neſs; you have had line upon line, and precept 
upon precept; he hath planted you by. the river; 


of water: it 1s-the Lord alone indeed who maketh, 
- fruitful, but yet we are not to'ſtand and do nothing. 


There is à crown worth looking for; ſeek there- 


fore, and that earneſtly, Oh! feek by contiaual;e 


prayer; keep your ſoul in a. praying frame, this, 
is a great and neceſſary duty; nay, a high and a 
precious privilege. If thou canſt ſay nothing, 
come and lay thyſelf in an humble manner before 
the Lord. You may believe me, for I have ex- 
There is more ſweetneſs in, 


world can afford. O do but tr; ;. O taſte and ſee, 
how good the Lord is. Get into a corner and, 


throw yourſelf down before the Lord, and beg of: 


God to make you ſenſible off 
ture, and of the excellency a 
Say, Lord give me a broken ke 
me. Any thing in the world, fo 

ed to value Chriſt, 5nd be perf\ 


ar loſt ſtate by na-, 
neceſſity of Chriſt. 
xt, ſoften and me 
may be but ena- 
ded to accept of 

O that I may 
be delivered from the wrath to come! Oh! a blei- 
ſing for me, even for me! and reſelve not to be 
content till the Lord ha ſame meaſure anſwered 
you, Oh! my bowels ER t wards you. 


B 3 with! 


O that 
zou did but know with what affection I write now. 
ano you, and what prayers and tears are mingled 
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« wittr theſe lines! The Lord ſet theſe things home, 
and give you an heart to apply them to yourſelt, 
+ the Lord bleſs all the means that you enjoy, for 
« his bleſſing is all in all. Give me leave to deal 
« plainly, and to come yet a little cloſer. to you, tor 
„I love your foul. ſo well, that I cannot þear the 
* thoughts of the loſs of it. Know this, that except 
© a man.be born again, he cannot enter into the 
© kingdom of heaven; God's tavour is not to be fe- 
covered without it. This new birth hath its foun- 
dation laid in a ſenſe of fin, a godly ſorrow for it, 
and a heart ſet againſt it; without this there can 
be no ſalvation. Look well about you, and ſec into 
« yourſelf, and thou wilt fee that thou art at hel!s 
mouth without this firſt ſtep, and nothing but tree- 
grace and pure mercy is between you and the ſtate 
of the devils. The Lord deliver us from a ſecure 
© careleſs heart! here you ſee a natural man's condi. 


tion. How dareſt thou then lie down in ſecurity. 
Oh! look about for your ſoul's Jake. What ſhall L 


* fay, what ſhall I do to awaken your poor foul! IL 
ſay again, without repentance, there is no remiſſion, 
and repentance itſelt may loſe its labour, if it be. 
* not in the right manner. Tears and groans and 
« prayers, will not do without Chriſt. Moſt, when, 


they are convinged of fin, and are under. fears of, 


hell, reform ſomething, and thus the wound is heal- 
* ed, and by this thouſands: tall. ſhort of heaven... 
For if we be not brought off from ourſelves, and. 
« our righteouſneſs as well as our fins, we are never. 
„like to be ſaved. We mult ſee an abſolute need of, 
a Chriſt, and give curſelves up to him, and count, 
all but dung and droſs in compariſon of Chriſt's. 
righteouſneſs, Look therefore tor mercy only in, 
Chriſt, tor his ſake rely upon God's mercy. The. 
terms of the ga ſpel are, repent and believe; gra- 
cious terms! mercy tor ſetching, nay, mercy for. 
defiring, nay, for nothing but receiving. Doſt. 
thou defire mercy and grace? I. know thou doſt. 
Eren this is the gift of Gcd, to defire, hunger after. 
Ckritt ; let deſues put you upon endeavour, the, 

; work. 
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work itſelf is ſweet ; yea, - repentance and mourn- 
ing itſelf hath more {ſweetneſs in it, than all the 


world's comforts, Upon repentance and believing 
comes juititication, after this ſanctification, by the 


children of God, to be made partakers of the 
Divine nature, to lead new lives, to have a ſuita- 
bleneſs to God. It is unwoithy a Chriſtian to 
have ſuch a narrow ſpir it as not to act tor Chriſt 
with all one's heart, and foul, and ſtrength. Be 
not aſhamed of Chriſt, be not afraid of the trowns 
and ſcoffs of the wicked. Be ſure to keep a con- 
ſcience void of offence, and by no means yield to 
any known fin; be much in prayer, and in ſecret 


laid up the glorious myſteries which are hid from 
work his own great work in your I-deſive to fee 


me an inſtrument of your ſoul's good, for which J. 
greatly long.“ 
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CH AP. III. 
His great. Love to Prayer. 


E was mighty in prayer, and his ſpirit was often- 
times ſo tfanſported in it, that he forgot the 


weakneſs of his own body and of others ſpirits; In- 


ceed the acquaintance that he had with God was ſo 


ſweet, and his converſe with him ſo frequent, that 


when he was engaged in GUY he ſcarce. knew how 


to leave - that which was fo delighttul to his ſpirit... 


flis conftant courſe for ſome years was this, He. 
prayed atleaſt three times a day in ſecret, ſometimes 
ſeven times, twice a day in the family or college. 
Aud he found the fweetueſs ot it beyond imagina- 
non, and enjoyed wonderful: communion with ook 
| Q 


ſpirit dwelling in us. By this we come to be the 


prayer, and in reading the ſcriptures. Therein are 
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many eyes. My greate(t deſire is, that God would 


you not as formerly, but that the Lord would make 
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He San ſay by experience, that the ways of wiſ- 


dom were ways of pleatantneſs, and all her paths 
Peace, He knew what it was to wreliie with God, 

with a holy familiarity asa tend, and would upon all 
occaſions run to him for advice, and had m. any 
ſtrange and immediate a/ire-s of prayer, One of 
which I think it not impertinent to give an account 
of. 

His hovoured Father, Mr. Milliam Janeway, mi- 
niſter of Xclſball in Her foriſſhire, being lick, and be- 
ing under ſomewhat dark apprehenſions as to the ſtate 
ot his foul, he would often ſay to his fon J: 
« Oh! ſon! this paſſing into eternity is a great 
thing, this dying is a folemn bulineſs, and enough to 
make one's heart ake, that hath not his pardon {caicd,. 
and his evidences for heaven clear. And truly for, 
I am under no ſmall fears as to my own eſtate for 
another world. Oh! that Ged would clear his love! 
Oh! that I could ſay chearfuliy, I can die, upon. 
good grounds be able to look death in the fice, and 
Venture upon eternity with well-grounded peace and 
comfort.“ 

Seeing his Father continuing under deſpondings 
of ſpirit (though no Chriſtians that knew him but 
had a high eſteem of him for his uprightneſs) he got 
by himſelf, and ſpent ſome. time in wreſtling with 


God upon his account, earneſtly begging ct God 


that he would fill him with j joy unſpeakable in be- 
lieving, and that he would ſpeedily give him ſome 
token for good, that he might joyſully and honoura- 
bly leave this world. After he was riſen from his 
knees, he came down to his Father, and aſked him, 
how he felt himſelf. His Father made no anſwer. 
for ſome time, but wept excecdingly, (a paſſon that 
he was not ſubject to) and continued for forme conſi- 
derable time weeping, ſo that he was not able to 
ſpeak. But at laſt having recovered himſelf, with 
unſpeakab! e joy he burit out: „Oh! ſon! now it 
is come, it is come, it is come: I bleſs God Jean 


die; the ſpirit of God hath witneſſed with my pts 
rit-that I ain his child, Now I can look up to Goc 
50 
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as my dear Father, and Chriſt as my Redeemer; I 


can now ſdy, this is my friend, and this is my belov- 
ed, My heart 1s full, it is brim full, I can hold no 


more, I know now what that ſentence means, 
The peace of God which paſſeth underſtanding ;: 
I know now what that white ſtone is wherein a 


new name was written, which none know but they 
who have it. And that fit of weeping which you 
faw nie in, was a fit of overpowering love and joy, 
ſo great that I could not contain myſelt: Neither can 
I expreſs what gloxious diſcoveries God hath made of 
himſelf unto me. | And had that joy been greater, I 
queſtion whether/I could have born it, and whether 
it would not hayefeparated ſoul and body, Bleſs the 
Lord, Oh my foul, and all that is within me, bleſs 
his holy name, that hath pardoned all my fins and 
ſealed the pardon. He hath healed my wounds, and 
cauſed the bones which he had broken to rejoice. 
Oh ! help me to bleſs the Lord, he hath put a new 
ſong into my mouth : Oh! bleſs the Lord for his in- 
finite goodneſs! Oh! now I can die! It is nothing, 
I ble!s God I candie. I deſire to be diſſolved and 
to be with Chriſt.” You may well think that his 
ſon's heart was not a little refreſhed to hear ſuch 
words, and fee ſuch a ſight, and to meet the meſſen- 
ger that he had ſent to heaven returned back again fo 
ipeedily. It was ſo immediate and clear an anſwer 


ot his own prayers, as if God had ſaid to him, Thy 


tears and prayers are heard for thy Father: Thou hatt 
like a prince prevailed with God; thou haſt got the 
bleiling : Go down and fee. 

Upon this, the young man too broke ferth into 
praiſes, and even into an extaſy of joy, that God 
ſhould deai ſo familiarlywith him ; and the father 
and fon together were ſo full of joy, light, lite, love 
and praiſe, that there was a little heaven in the 


place. He cou'd not then but expreſs himfelt in this 
manner. „ Oh, blefled, for ever bleſſed be God. 
for his infinite grace! Oh who would not pray unto 
God! Verily he is 3 God that heareth prayers, and 


that 
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that my ſoul knows right well.” And then he told 
his goytul father, how much he was affected with 


his former deſpondings, and what he had been pray- 
ing for juſt before with all the carneſtneſs he cond, 
His father hearing this, and perceiving that his for- 


mer comforts came by prayer, and his own child's 


prayer too, was the more retreſhed, and the more 


confirmed, that it was from the ſpirit of God, and 


no deluſion. And immediately, his fon ſtanding 
by, he fell into another fit of triumphing joy, his 
weak body being almoſt ready to fink under that 
great weight of glory that ſhone in ſo powertully 
upon his foul, He could then fay, ** now let thy 
ſervant depart in peace; for my eyes have ſcen thy 
falvation,” He could now walk through the valley 
of the ſhadow of death and fear no evil, Oh! how 
ſweet a thing it is to have one's intereſt in Chriſt 
cleared, how comfortable to have our calling and 
election made ſure! How lovely is the ßght of a 
ſmiling Jeſus when one is dying! How refreſhing it 
is, when heart and Reſh and all are failing, to have 
God for the ftrenyth of our heart and our portion 
for ever! Oh! did the fooliſh unexperienced world 
but know what theſe things mean, did they but un- 
derftand what it is to have their ſenſes intra 
exerciſed, could they but taſte and ſee how good 
the Lord is, it would ſoon cauſe them to difreliſh 
their low and brutiſh pleaſurcs, and look upon all 
worldly joys as infinitely ſhort of one glimpſe of God”s 
love! After this, his father had a ſweet calm upon his 
ſpirits, and went in the ſtrength of that proviſion, 
till he came within the gates pf the New Feru/alem : 
having all the graces greatly improved, and ſhewed 
ſo much humility, love of God, contempt of the 
world, ſuch prizing of Chriſt, ſuch patience as few 
Chriſtians arrive to; | eſpecially his faith, by which 
with extraordinary confidence he caſt his avidoqav and 
eleven fatherlefs chilfren upon the care of that God who 
had fed him with this -:azza in his awilderne/3-fate. 


The benefit of which fazth all his children (none of 
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4 which were in his life-time provided for) have ſince 
" experienced, And it is ſcarce to be imagined, how 
| helpful this his fon was to his father by his heaven- 
. ly diſcourſe, humble advice, and prayers. After 


tour months conflict with a conſumption he ſweetly 

; {lept in Jeſus, | 
After the death of his father, he did what he | 

3 could to ſupply his abſence, doing the part of a huſ- 

| band, ſon, and brother : fo that he was no ſmall 

bY comfort to his poor mother in her diſconſolate ſtate, 

and all the reſt of his relations, that had any ſenſe | | 

ot God upon their ſpirits, To one of which he thus | 

addreſſeth himſelt, upon the death of a ſweet child. 


He that in afflictions would find comfort, muſt 
ſtrive to ſee ſpiritual comforts to be the greateſt, 
even that com fort which is from God, in the face 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; this, this will be a cordial ; this 
will be as marrow and fatneſs to the foul. They 
who have an intereſt in Chriſt, what need they be 
moved with any worldly trouble: is not Chriſt 
better than ten children? is not his loving kind- 
neis betteru han life? is not all the world a ſhadow 
compared with one hour's enjoyment of him, even 
on this ſide of glory. O therefore {ſtrive to get 
your intereſt in this comfort ſecured, and then all's 
well. He that hath Chriſt hath all things. It 
God be reconciled to you through hin, then 'he 
will with-hold no good thing from you. . 
* We poor fooliſh creatures do ſcarce know what 
is good for ourſelves, but it's no {mall encourage- 
ment to the people of God, that wiſdom ätſelf 
takes care of them, and one who loves them better 
than they love themſelves looks after them ; and be 
hath giver bis promiſe for it that all ſhall work to- - 
gether for their good. And what better founda- 
tion of comfort can there be in the whole world N 
than this?“ 4 
Let this ſerve as a remedy againſt exceſſive grief. 
Get your love to God increaſed, which it you do, 
the love of alt other things will wax cold. And if 
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you have given God your heart, you will give hin 
Jeave to take what he will that 1s yours, and what 
he hath you will judge rather well kept than loſt. 

Remember that ſcripture, and let it have its due 
impreſſion upon your ſpirit; he that loves father or 
mother, brother or fifier, yea, or children more than me ts 
not <vor thy of me. O labour to have your affections 
therefore more raiſed up to him who is moit worthy 
ot them, let him have the uppermoſt room in your 
heart, and let your love to all other things be placed 
in ſubjection to your love of God, be ruled by it, 
and directed to it. 


CH A f. IV. 


His return to King's-College after his Fathers 
Death, and his Temptations from Satan. 


HEN his father was dead he returned again 

to Aing's-College, and was a member of a ſe- 
cret fociety, which began to plot how they might 
beſt improve their gitts and graces fo as to be ſervi- 
c2able to God and their generation: Their cuſtom 
was frequently to meet together, to pray and to com- 
municate Studies and Experiences, Some of his com- 
pany did degenerate, but others lived to let the 
world underſtand, that what they did was from a 
vital principle : amongit whom, this young man was 
none of the leg. One of their deſigns was to en- 
gage the Juniors, if poſſible, before they were en- 
inared by wicked company, when they ca:ne freſh 
from ſchool, After ſome time, moſt of his dear com- 
panions were franſplanted either into Gentlemen's fa- 
milies or Iivings, and Mr. Jane tvav, being one of 
the youngeſt, was, for a while, left alone in the 
College, But he wanting the comfortable diverſion 
1 
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of ſuitable ſociety, fixed ſo intenſely upon his ſtu- 
dies, that he ſoon gave ſuch a wound to his bodil 
conititution, as could never be thoroughly healed. 

Thus you have a taſte of his ſpirit, and may per- 
ceive what it was that he had his heart ſet upon, 
what kept his graces in ſuch vigour and activity, and 
how deſirous he was that others ſhould be ſharers 
with him in this mercy : Yet, for all this, he had his 
gloomy days, and the ſun was ſometimes over-caſt, 
his ſweets were ſometimes imbittered with dreadful 
and horrid temptations. The devil ſhot his poiſons» 
ous arrows at him: yet through the captain of his 
ſalvation, he came more than a conqueror out of the 
field. He was with Paul many times lifted up into, 
the third heavens, and ſaw and beard things unutterable: 
But left he ſhould be exalted above meaſure, there as a 
meſſenger of Satan ſent to buffet him. | 

It would make a Chriſtian's heart even ake to hear 
what ſtrange temptations he was exerciſed with; But 
he was well armed for ſuch a conflict having on the 
ſhield of faith, whereby he quenched the fiery darts 
of that wicked one. Yet, this fight coſt him the 
ſweating of his very body for agonies of ſpirit; and 
tears and ſtrong cries to heaven for freſh help. As 
for himſelf, he was wont to take an arrow out of 
God's quiver, and diſcharge it by faith and prayer, 
tor the diſcomfiture of his violent enemy, who at laſt 
was fain to fly, | | 

Theſe temptations and conflicts with Satan, did 
not a little help him in his dealing with one that was 
ſorely afflicted with the like temptations. And be- 
cauſe I judge it may be of uſe to ſuch, I inſert a let- 
ter of his to one in the like caſe. 


Dear Friend, 4 | 
s O U ſay that you are troubled with blaſphe- 
0 mous thoughts: So then, though they are 


* blaſphemous, yet they are your trouble, and nei- 
© ther ſent for, nor welcome; and ſo are not aſſented 
to in your mind. What then ſhall we think of 

| C them ? 
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£ them? If they were your own production, your 
© heart would be delighted in its own iſſue, but you 
© dv nothing leſs. Sure then they are the injec- 
tions of that wicked one, who is the accuſer of the 
« brethren, and the diſturber of the peace of the peo- 
ple of God. But doth Satan uſe to employ thoſe 
weapons but againſt thoſe that he is in fear of lo- 
fing? He is not wont to aſſault and fight againſt his 
© ſureſt friends in this manner, Thoſe that he hath 
* faſt in his own poſſeſſion, he leads on as ſoftly and 
© quietly as he can; fearing leſt ſuch diſturbance 
© ſhould make them look about them, and ſo they 
s ſhould awake, and ſee their danger: But as for 
« thoſe that have in ſome meaſure eſcaped his ſnares, 
he follows them hard, with all the diſcouragements 
s he can. Theſe things are no other but a bitter re- 
« liſh of thoſe things, which you know to be bitter af- 
ter that you have taſted how good the Lord is. 
s What then ſhall I call theſe motions of your mind ? 
They are the fouls loathing the morſels which Sa- 
© tan would have it to ſwallow down: But you will 
* ſay, It theſe horrible thoughts be not your fin, yet 
* they are your miſery, and you delire to be freed 
from them. And you will aſk, How ſhall J get 
free from them? F, See that you poſſeſs your 
«.ſoul in patience : And know this, that God hath an 
over-ruling hand in all this: And wait upon him, 
for he can and will bring forth good out of all this 
© evil. At preſent you ſee no light: Vet, Tru/l in the 
Lord, and lay yourſelf upon your God. Can Chriſt for- 
* cet the purchaſe of his own blood? Can a mother 
forget her ſucking child! Yet, God canzot forget his. 
God hath gracious intents in all this, and his howels 
yearn towards you. Yea, our Saviour ſuffers with 
us, through his ardent love by ſympathy, as well as 
he hath ſuffered for us. And you know he hath 
all power in his hand, who doth employ this power 
© in a way of love towards his. This power is made 
« your's through the prayer of faith: But for you 
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* Firſt, Let not ſuch thoughts have any time of 


ir WW © abode in your mind, but turn them out with all the 
u BW + abhorrence you can; but not with ſo much trou- 
-( ble and diſturbance of mind as I believe you do. 
e For by this the devil is pleaſed, and makes you 
10 your own tormentor. | 

1C 


die and inflame corruption,) do put warinth into 
grace, and ſet faith and prayer a working, Thus 
reſiſt him, and he will flee from you. | 

* Thirdly, Conſider that this is no new thing: For, 
We are not in this ignorant of Satan's devices, that, 
if any ſoul hath eſcaped out of the chains of dark- 
neſs, if he will have heaven, he ſhall .have it with 
much trouble, as the devil can lay on; and, if 


good thing, and let thoſe very injections be con- 
us ſtantly the occaſion of your more ſpiritual medita- 
th tion. Think quite the contrary, or fall a praying 
nd . with earneſtneſs; and the devil will be weary it 
ce he finds his d-figns thus broken, and that thoſe 
EY We ſparks of hell (which he ſtruck into the ſoul to kin- 

0 

. 


the devil cannot pluck us out of thofe almigh 


arms, with which he doth embrace his dear chil- 
dren,? 


Yours in our deat Lord, 


John Faneway. 


r rous to /pend, and be ſpent in the work of the miniſiry ; 
t Hi. 


owels 


all to preach the ever aſting goſpel; and tho? he was 


with ut two and twenty years old, yet he came to that 
rell as Nrork like one that underſtood what kind of employ- 
> hath Went preaching was. He was a workman that 
power Needed not to be aſhamed, that was throughly fur- 
; made ihed for every good word and work; one that was 
r your ple to anſwer gainſayers, one in whom the avord of 
* 1 od, dwelt richly; one full of the ſpirit and power, 
11 ? 
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* Secondly, Always divert your thoughts to ſome. 


he and his had their will, no good man ſhould ,-* 


have one peaceable hour: but, bleſſed be God, 


His love to Chriſt and ſouls, made him very de- 


ccordingly he did comply with the firſt loud and clear 


( 20 ) 


one that hated fin with a perfect hatred, and loved 
holineſs with all his foul; in whom religion in its 
beauty did ſhine; one that knew e zerrors of the Lord, 


and knew how to beſeech finners 7» Chri/”s flead to 


be reconciled unto God: One that was a ſon of thunder, 
and a ſon of conſolation. In a word, I may ſpeak that 
of kim which Paul ſpeaks of Timothy, that, I knew 
one like minded, that did naturally care for ſouls, And 
had he lived to have preached often, Oh what uſe 

might ſuch a man have been of in his generation: 
one, in whom learning and holineſs aid as it were 
ſtrive which ſhould excel, He never preached 
publickly but twice, and then he came to it, as if he 
had been uſed to that work for forty years; deliver- 
ing the word of God with that power and majeſty, 
with that tenderneſs and compathon, with that rea- 
dineſs and freedom, that it made his hearers amazed, 
He was led into the myſtery of the goſpel, and he ſpoke 
nothing to others but what was the language of his 
heart, and the fruit of great experience, and which 
one might eaſily perceive had no ſmall impreſſion firſt 

n his own ſpirit, 

His i and laſ ſermons were upon communion 
and intimate converſe with God, out of Fob. xxii. 
21. A ſubject that few Chriſtians under heaven 
were better able to manage than himſelf, and that 
fcarce any could handle as feelingly as he: for he 
did for ſome conſiderable time maintain ſuch an in- 
timate familiarity with God, that he ſeemed to con- 
verſe with him as one friend doth converſe with ano- 
ther, This text he made ſome entrance into, whilſt 
he was here; but the perfecting his acquaintance with 
God, was a work fitter for another world, 

He was one that kept an exact watch over his 
thoughts, words and actions, and made a review of 


all that paſſed him, at leaſt once a day, in a ſolemn 


manner. He kept a dam, in which he did write 
down every evening what the frame of his ſpirit 
had been all the day long, eſpecially in every duty. 
He took notice what profit he received in his ſpi- 
Lityal trafic ; what returns from that far , 

What 
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what anſwers of prayer, what deadneſs and flatneſs, a 


and what obſervable providences did preſentligm- 
ſelves, and the ſubſtance of what he had been doing; 
and any wanderings of thoughts, inordinaney in any 
paſſion; which, though the world could not diſcern, 
he could. It cannot be conceived by them which 
do not practiſe the ſame, to what a good account this 
turn'd. This made him retain a grateful remem- 
brance of mercy, and live in a conſtant adoring of 
Divine goodneſs; this brought him to a very inti- 
mate acquaintance with his own heart; that kept 
his ſpirit low, and fitted him for tree communicati- 
ons | God; this made _him more lively and ac- 
tive; this helped him to walk humbly with God; 
this made him ſpeak more affectionately and experi- 
mentally to others of the things of God. In a word, 
this left a ſweet calm upon his ſpirits, becauſe he eve- 
ry night made even his accounts; and if. his ſheets 
ſhould prove his winding-ſheet, it had been all one ; 
for he could ſay, his work was done; fo that death 
could not ſurprize him. 


. 


An Account of the latter Part of his Life. 


OR the latter part of his life, he lived like a 
man that was quite weary of the world, and that 
looked upon Himfelt as a ſtranger here, and lived in 
the conſtant fight of a better. He plainly declared 
himſelf but a pilgrim that looked for a better coun- 
try, a city that had foundations, whoſe builder 
and maker was God. His habit, his language, his. 
deportment, all ſpoke him one of another world. 
His meditations were ſo intenſe, long, and frequent, 
that they ripen'd him apace for heaven, but ſomewhat 
weakened his body. Few Chriſtians attain to ſuch 


C 3 3 


ol 
: . 0 
: p 2 — 
_ LOT PICESY — — Tc'Y 
. > $ 2, — 7 


( 22 ) 

2 holy contempt of the world, and to ſuch elear, 
joyful, conſtant apprehenfions of the tranſcendent 
glories of the unſeen world. | 

He made it his whole buſineſs to keep up ſenſible 
communion with God, and to grow into an humble 
familarity with God, and to maintain it. And if by 
reaſon of company, or any neceſſary buſineſs, this 
was in any meaſure interrupted, he would complain 
like one out of his element, *till his ſpirit was re- 
covered into a delightful, unmixed, free intercourſe 
with God, He was never ſo well ſatisfied, as when 
he was more immediately engaged in what brought 
him nearer to God; and by this he conſtantly en- 
Joyed thoſe: comforts, which others rarely meet with. 
His graces and experiences toward his end grew to. 
aſtoniſhment. His faith got vp to a full aſſurance; 
his defires into a kind of enjoyment, He was oft 
brought into the banqueting houſe, and there Chriſt's 
banner over him was love; and he ſat down under 
his ſhadow with great delight, and his fruit was 
pleaſant unto his tafte, His eyes beheld the king in 
his beauty, and while he fat at his table, his 
Spikenard did fend forth its pieaſant ſmell: he had 
frequent v:ſtons of glory, lay in the boſom of his maſ- 
ter, and was ſurely a very beloved diſciple, and 
highly favoured. His Lord oft call'd him up to the 
mount to him, and let him ſee his excellent glory. 
O the ſweer foretaſte that he had of thoſe pleaſures 
that are at the right hand of God! How oft was he 
feaſted with the feaſt of fat things, thoſe wines. on 
the lees well refined; and ſometimes he was like a 
giant refreſhed with new wine, rejoicing to run the 
race that was ſet before him, whether ot doing or of 
ſuffering. He was even fick of love, and he could 
ſay to the poor unexperienced world, O taſte and ſee ! 
and to Chriſtians, Come and J <viil tell you what Gd 
hath done for my ſoul. O what do Chriſtians mean 
that they do no more to get their ſenſes ſpiritually 
exerciſed? O why do they not make religion the 


very buſineſs of their lives? O why is. the ſonl 
Chriſt | 
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Chriit and glory thus deſpiſed ? Is there nothing in 
communion with God? Are all thoſe comforts of 
Chrittians, that follow hard after him worth nothing? 
Is it not worth the while to make one's calling and: 
election ſure? O why do men and women jelt and 
dally in the great matters of eternity ? Little do peo- 
ple think what they flight, when they are ſeldom 
and formal in ſecret duties, and when they neglect 
that great duty of meditation, which I have through 
rich mercy found ſo ſweet and refreſhing: O what 
do Chriſtians mean, that they keep at ſuch a diſ- 
tance from Chriſt? Did they but know the thou- 
ſandth part of that ſweeineſs that is in him, they 
cowd not chooſe but tollow him hard; they would 
run and not be weary ; and walk and not be faint. 

He could fealibly and experimentally commend 
the ways of God to the poor unexperienced world, 
and fay, bis ways are plraſautugſi; and juſtify wiſdem, 
and ſay her paths are peace, He could take off thoſe 
aſperſions, which the devil and. the world caſt upon 
godlineſs in the power of it. Here is one that could. 
challenge all the Atheiſts in the world to diſpute ;. 
here is one that could bring ſenſible demonſtrations 
to prove a deity, and the reality and exceilency of 
inviſibles: which theſe fools and madmen make the- 
ſubject of their ſcorn ;. Here is one that would not 
change delights with the greateſt Epicures living, 
and vie pleaſures with all the Senſualiſts of the 
world. Which of them all could in the midſt of: 
their jollity ſay, This i5the pleaſure that ſhall laſt forever? 
Which of them can ſay among their cups, I can wow: 
look death in the face, and, this wery moment I can be 
content, yea glad, to leave theſe delights, as knowing Þ ». 
ſhall enjoy better. And this he could do, when he 
fared deliciouſly in ſpiritual banquets every day: he 
could upon better reaſon than he did, ſay, Soul, thou 
haſt goods laid up for many years: he knew full well 
that what he did here enjoy, was but a little to what 
he ſhould have ſhortly. In his preſence there ts fulneſs 
of joy at his right hand there. are pleaſures for 8 

| 1e 
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Where is the Be{bazzar that would not quake in the 
midſt of his cups, whilſt he is quatting the richeſt 


wine, if he ſhould ſee a hand upon the wall writing 
bitter things againſt bim, telling him, that this night 


his ſoul muſt be required of him, that he now muſt 
come away, and give an account of all his ungodl 

pleaſures, before the mighty God? Where is the ſin- 
ner that could be content to hear the Lord roarin 

out of Sion, whilſt be is roaring in the a 
Which of them would be glad to hear the trumpet 
ſound, and to hear the voice, Ariſe ye dead, and come 
to judgment ? Which of them would rejoice, to fee 
the mountains quaking, the elements melting with 
fervent heat, and the earth conſumed with flames; 
and the Lord Chriſt, whom they deſpiſed coming 
in the clouds with millions of his ſaints and angels, 


to be avenged upon thoſe that knew not God, and 


obeyed not his goſpel. Is not that a bleſſed ſtate, 
when a man can litt up his head with joy, when 
others tremble with fear, and fink with ſorrow ! 
And this was the condition of this holy young man. 
In the midſt of all worldly comforts he longed for 
death ; and the thoughts of the day of . e 
made all his enjoyments ſweeter. O, how did he 
long for the coming of Chriſt! Whilſt ſome have 
been diſcourſing by him of that great and terrible 
day of the Lord, he would ſmile, and humbly ex- 
preſs his delight in the forethought of that approach- 
ing hour. | 

f remember once there was a great talk, that one 
had foretold that m- day ſhould be upon ſuch a 


day: although he blamed their daring folly, that 


would pretend to know that which was hid trom the- 
angels themſelves; yer granting their ſuſpicion to- 
be.true, what then, ſaid he? What if the day of 


judgment were to come, as it certainly will come 


ſhortly? If I were ſure the day of judgment were 
to begin within an hour, I ſhould be glad with all. 
my heart. : 


If at this very inſtant I ſhould hear ſuch thunder» 
ings, and ſee ſuch lightnings, as Iſrael did at mount 
dab, 
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Sinai, T am perſwaded my very heart would leap for 
joy. Through infinite merey, the very meditation 
of that day hath even raviſbed my ſoul, and the 
thought of the certainty and nearneſs of it is more 
refreſhing to me thin the comforts of the whole 
world, Surely nothing can more revive«my Spirits 
than to behold the bleſſed Jeſus, the joy, life and 
beauty of my ſoul, Would it not more rejoice. me 
than Joſ pls waggons did old Jacob? I lately 
dreamed that the day of judgment was come. Me- 
thought I heard terrible cracks of thunder, and ſaw 
dreadful lightnings; the foundations of the earth 
did ſhake, and the heavens were rolled together as a 
garment; yea all things viſible were in a flame; 
methought I ſaw the graves opened, and the earth 
and ſea giving up their dead; methought I ſaw mil- 
lions x angels aud Chriſt coming in the clouds, ' 
Methought I beheld the Antient of Days fitting 
upon his. throne, and all other thrones caſt down. 
Methought I beheld him whoſe garmen:s were white 
as ſnow, and the hair of his head like pure wool : 
His throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels 
as burning fire ; a fiery ſtream iflued and came forth 
from him; thouſand thouſands miniſtred unto him; 
and ten” thouſand times ten thouſand ſtood before 
him; and the zudgment was ſet and the books were 
opened. O with what an extaſy of joy was I ſur- 
prized! Methought it was the moiſt heart-raiſin 
fight that ever my eyes beheld: and then, I * | 
out, / have chaited for thy Salvation, O God; and fo. 
I mounted into the air, to meet my Lord in the 
clouds. | 


This T record only to ſhew, how far he was from 
being daunted at the thoughts of death or judgment: 
And to let other Chriſtians know what 1s attainable 
in this life; and what folly it is. for us to take up 
with ſo little, when our Lord is pleaſed to make ſuch 
noble proviſions for us, and by wiſe and diligent 
improvement of thoſe means which God hath offered 

us, 
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| us, we may have an entrance adminiſtred to us 
1 _ - abundantly in the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord 
q and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
| O how comfortable; how honorable, and how pro- 
N fitable is this ſtate? Theſe are your men that quit 
ö themſelves like Chriſtians, This is true gallantry, 
noble manhood, real valor ! This was the condition 
of Mr. -Faneway for about three years before he died. 
Iwill not deny but that he had ſome clouds ; hut he 
uſually walked in a ſweet, even, humble ſerenity of 
ſpirit; and though he daily queſtioned many actions, 
| yet did he not queſtion his ſtate, but had his heart 
sf fixed upon that rock that neither. waves nor winds 
could ſhake. His ſenſes were Kill fo ſpititually 
exerciſed, as that he could look up to heaven as lys 
country and inheritance, and to God as his Fathe 
and to Chriſt as his redeemer; and that (which is 
ſcarce to be heard of) he counted it the higheſt act 
of Patience, to be willing to live, and a very great 
It- 


=denial to be contented to be in this world, an 
to dwell on this fide a full-and eternal enjoyment 
of that royal glorious one whom his foul was ſo much 
in love with, 82 IS 
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CHAP. W. 
His laſt Sickneſs, and Death, * 
His bow is now ſhaken again, and he falls into 


a deep conſumption ; but, this meſſenger. of 

God did not in the leaſt damp him. Spitting of blood, 

was no ghaſtly thing to one that had his eye upon the 

blood 45 Jeſus; faint ſweats did not daunt him that 
had always ſuch reviving cordials at hand. It's mat- 

ter of joy to him, that he was now in ſome hopes of 

having his earneſt deſires ſatisfied, _ 

After he had been awhile fick, a ſudden dimneſs: - 
ſeized upon his eyes: By and by his fight quite fail 
ed; and there was ſuch a viſible alteration in 2 1 
| | | ax 
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that he and others judged theſe things to be the ſym̃p- 
toms of death approaching. But when he was thus 
taken, he was not in the leaſt ſurprized ; but was 
lifted up with joy to think what a lite he was going 
to, looking upon death itſelf as one of his father's 
ſervants, and his friends, that was ſent as a meſſen- 
ger to conduct him ſafely to his glorious palace. 

When he felt his body ready to faint, he called to 
his ep#ther, and ſaid, Dear mother, I am dying. 
© but I beſeech you be not troubled ; for I am, thro? 
© mercy, quite above the fears of death; it's no 
great matter, I have nothing troubles me but the 
£ apprehenfions of your grief. I am going to him 
£ whom I love above life.” | 

But it pleaſed the Lord to raife him again a little 
out of his taintiag fit, for his maſter had yet more 
work for him to do before he muſt receive his wages. 
Although his outward man decayed apace, yet he is 
renewed in the inward man day by day: His gaaces 
were never more active, and his exieriences Wile 
greater. When one would have thought? he ſhould 
have been taken up with his diſterfÞes, and that it 
had been enough for him to grapple with his paine, 
he quite forgets his weakneſs: and, is fo ſwallowed 
up of the life to come, that he had ſcarte leiſure to 
think of his ſickneſs. . 

For ſeveral weeks together, I never heard the leaſt 
word that ſivoured of any complaint or wearineſs 
under the hand of God, except his eager deſire to he 
with Chriſt: be counted complaining, and his haſte 
to be in heaven, impatience, Now was the time 
when one might have een heaven and the glory of 
another world realized to ſenſe. His faith grew ex- 
ceedingly, and his love whs proportionable, and his 
zoys were equal to both. © | 

O the rare attainments! the high and divine ex- 
preſſions that dropped from his mouth! I have not 
words to expreſs what a ſtrange, triumphant, angeli- 
cal frame, he was in, for ſome conſiderable time to- 
gether, It was a very heaven upon earth, oy Io 
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and ſee a man admiring God at ſuch a rate. Thoſe 
chat did not ſee, cannot well conceive, what a ſweet 
frame he was in, for at leaſt ſix weeks betore he died, 
His ſoul was almoſt always filled with thaſe joys un- 
Apeakable and full of glory. How oft would he 
out; Ob, that I could let you knoxw what I now feel! Oh, 
4hat I could ſhew_you what Tjee ! Oh! that I could ex- 
- preſs the thouſandth part of that ſweetneſs that I now find 
in Chris You would all think it then avell worth the 
evhile to make it your buſineſs to be rel gious. Oh my 
dear friends, we little think what Chriſt is worth 
a death- bed. I would not for a world, nay tor 
millions of worlds, be now w thout Chriſt and a par- 
don. I would not for a world be to live any longer: 
the very thoughts of a poſſibility of recovery, makes 
me tremble, | | 
When one came to viſit him, and told him, that 
he hoped it might pleaſe God to raiſe him again, and 
that he had ſeen many a weaker man reſtored £0 
health, and that lived many a good year after: Aud 
io you think to pleaſe me (ſaid he) by /uch diſcourſe as 
this? No, Friend, you are much miſtaken in me, if 
you think that the thoughts of lite, and health and the q 
world, are pleaſing to me. The world hath quite 
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loſt its excellency in my judgment. Oh how poor 

and contemptible a thing it is in all its glory, com- fc 
pared with the glory of that inviſible world which p 
I now live in the ſight of! And as for life, Chriſt is 

my hte, health, and ſtrength; and I know, I ſhall hi 
Have another kind of lite, when I leave this, I tell C 
you it would incomparably more pleaſe me, if you ſa 
ſhould ſay to me, (you.are no man' of this world: * 


you cannot poſſibly hold out long; before to-morrow MW 7 
you will be in eternity) I tell you 1 do ſo long to be 
with Chriſt, that I could be contented to be cut in i 
pieces, and to be put to the moſt exquiſite torments, ta 
ſo I might but die, and be with Chriſt. - Oh, how an 
ſweet is Jeſus! Come Lord Feſus, come quickly.” Death, 
do thy worſt! Death hath loſt its terrribleueſs. Dea 
it is nothing. I ſay, death is nothing (through grace - ha 
to me. I can as eaſily die as ſhut my eyes, te 
my head and ſleep: I long to be with Chi 1 ti 
| © IG 
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His mother and brethren ſtanding by him, he ſaidz 
Dear Mother, I beſeech you earneſtly as ever I de- 
fired any thing of you in my life, that you would 
chearfully give me up to Chriſt; do not hinder me, 
* now Lam going to reſt and glory. I am afraid of 
© your prayers, leſt they pull one way, and mine au- 
© other.” 4 oo 3 ts 

And then turning to his brethren, he ſpake thus 
to them: I charge you all, do not pray for my life 


any more; you do me wrong, if you do. Oh that 
glory, the unſpeakable glory that I behold, 
heart is full, my heart is full. Chriſt ſmiles, and I 
© cannot chuſe but ſmile: Can you find in your heart 
: to ſtop me, ho am going to the compleat and eter- 
5 nal enjoyment of Chriſt? Would you keep me from 
my crown? The arms of my bleſſed Saviour are 
it open to embrace me; the angels ſtand ready to car- 
d © ry my ſoul into his boſom. Oh, did you but fee 
0 * what I ſee, you would all ery out with me, how 
id long, dear Lord; Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly! 
as Oh, why are his chariot-wheels ſo long a coming.“ 
if And all this while he lay, like a triumphing con- 
de queror, {miling and rejoicing in ſpirit. E 
te There was never a day towards his end but (as 
or weak as he was) he did ſome ſpecial piece of ſervice, 
n- for his great maſter. Vea, almoſt every hour did 
ch produce freſh wonders. - | . 
is A judicious and holy miniſter came often to viſit 


all W him, and diſcourſed with him of the excellency of 
ell Chriſt, and the glory of the inviſible world, Sz, 
ou ſaid he, 7 feel ſomething of it; my heart is as full as it can 


d: hold in this lower flate ; I can hold no more here, Oh thut 
5 


2 I could let you know what 1 feel ! 
in This holy miuiſler praying wich him, his foul was 


us, W Taviſhed with the abundant incomes of light, life, 


and love; ſo that he could ſcarce bear it, nor the 
thoughts ot ſtaying any longer in the world, but 
longed to be inſuch a condition, wherein he ſhould 
have yet more grace, ànd more comfort; and be bet- 
ter able to bear that weight of glory; ſome manifeſta- 
tions whereof did x almoſt fink bis weak bodys 
1 EST. . * . 3 an 
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Al. d had he not been ſuſtained by a great power, his 
very joys would have overwhelmed him; and whiltt 
he wus in theſe extaſies of joy and love, he was wont 
tocry out : 

Who am, Lord, who am I, that thou ſhouldſt 
.* be mindful of me! Why me, Lord, why me! 
Oh, what ſhall I ſay unto thee, O thou preſerver of 
men! Oh why me, Lord, why me! It thou wilt 
look upon fuch a poor worm, who can hinder! 
Who would not love thee ! Oh blefied Father! Oh 
s how ſweet and gracious haſt thou been unto me !? 
And thus he went on, admiring and adoring of 
God, in a more high and heavenly manner than I can 
cloath with words. Suppoſe what you can on this 
fide heaven; and I am perſuaded, you might have 
ſeen it in him, He was wondertully taken with 
the goodneſs of God to him, in ſending that aged 


experienced miniſter to him in his laſt great work 


upon earth. *Whoam I, /aid he, that God ſhould 
E ſend to me a meſſenger, one among a thouſand *? 
Though he was towards his end molt commonly 
in a triumphant joyful frame; yet ſometimes even 
then, he had ſmall intermiſſions, in which, he would 
cry out, Hold out faith and patience 3 yet a little <vhil: 
and your work is done, And when he found not his 
heart wound up to the higheſt pitch of thanktulneſs, 
admiration and love; he would with great ſorrow 
bemoan himſelf and cry out in this language; 
And what's the matter now, Oh my foul, what 
wilt thou? canſt thou thus unworthily flight this 
© admirable and aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion of God to 
thee ? Seems it a ſmall matter that the great Fehs- 
vah ſhould deal thus familiarly with his worm; and 
wilt thou paſs this over as a common mercy ?— 
What meaneſt thou, Oh my ſoul, that thou doſt 
not conſtantly adore and praiſe this rare, ſtrong, 
and unſpeakable love! Js it true, Oh my ſoul: 
Doth God deal familiarly with man? And are,his 
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vice too good for God? Why art not thou, O my 
5 | . foul, 
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humble, zealous, and conſtant love, praiſe and der- 


88 


© ſoul, ſwallowed up every moment with his fre&y 


unparallell'd everlaſting love?“ * 


* 


And then he breaks out again into another W 
phant extaſy of praiſe and joy; and expreſſed a little 


ot that which was inexpreſſible in ſome ſuch words as 


theſe: : 
Stand aſtoniſhed, ye heavens, and wonder, O ye 
angels, at this infinite Grace! Was ever any under 
+ heaven more beholden to free grace than 1? Doth 
© God ufe todo thus with his creatures? Admire 
him for ever and ever, Oh ye redeemed ones! 
Oh thoſe joys, the taſte of which I have! The 
everlaſting joys, which are at his right hand for 
evermore . Eternity, eternity itſelf is too ſhort to 
praiſe this God in. O bleſs the Lord with me, 
come let us ſhout for joy, and boaſt in the God of 
our ſalvation. O help me to praiſe the Lord, for 
his mercy endureih for ever.” . 
One of, his brethren” (that had formerly been 
wrought upon by his holy exhortations and example) 
praying with him, and feeing of him (as he appre- 
heuded) near his difſolution, deſired that the Lord 


. Ho Me. Be Me 


would be pleaſed to continue thoſe aſtoniſhing com- 


forts to the laſt moments of his breath, and that he 
might go from one heaven to another, from grace 
and joy imperfect, to perfect grace and glory; and 
when his work was done here, give him, if it were 
5 the moſt eaſy and triumphant paſlage to 
re lt. | | 

At the end of the duty, he burſt out into a won- 
derful paſſion of joy. (Sure that was joy unſpeakable 


and full of glory!) O what an Amen did he ſpeak, 


Amen, Amen, Amen, Hallelujah. 

It would have made any Chriſtian's heart to leap, 
to have ſeen and heard what ſome ſaw and heard at 
that time; and I queſtion not, but that it will ſome- 
what affect them to hear and read it; though it be 
ſcarce poſſible to ſpeak the half of what was admirable 
in him : for it being ſo much beyond precedent, it 
did even aſtoniſh and amaze thole of us that were 
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about him, that our relation muſt fall hugely ſhort of 
what was real. 

I verily helieve, that it exceeds the higheſt rheto- 
Fic to ſet out to the life, what this heavenly creature 
did then deliver. I want words to fpeak, and ſo did 
he, for he ſaw things unutterable : but yet ſo much 
he ſpake as juſtly drew the admiration of all that ſaw 
him. He talked as if he had been in the third hea- 
ven, and broke out in ſuch words as theſe : 

Oh, he is come! He is come! O how ſweet ! 
Ho glorious is the bleſſed Jeſus ! How ſhall I do 
to ſpeak the thouſandth part of his praiſes ! Oh 
for words, to ſet out a little of that excellency ! 
« But it is unexpreſſible! O how excellent, glorious 
© and lovely is the precious Jeſus! He is ſweet, He 
is altogether lovely! And now TI am fick of love, 
he hath raviſhed my ſoul with his beauty! I ſhall 
© die ſick of love! f 

Oh my friends, ſtand by and wonder, come look 
© upon a dying man, and wonder; I cannot myſelf 
© but ſtand and wonder! Was there ever a greater 
© kindneſs, was there ever ſenfibler i 
* of rich grace! Oh, why me! Lord, why me ! Sure 
© this is akin to heaven, and if I were never to en- 
joy any more than this: it were well worth all the 
© torments that men and devils could invent, to come 
through even a hell to ſuch tranſcendent joys as 
« thieſe. If this be dying, dying is ſweet: Let no 
true Chriſtian ever be afraid of dymg. Oh death 
is ſweet to me. This bed is ſoft. Chriſt's arms 
© and kifles, his ſmiles and viſits, ſure they would 
turn hell into heaven. O that you did but fee 
and feel what I do! Come and behold a dying man 
more chearful than ever you ſaw an healthful man 
in the midſt of his ſweeteſt enjoyments. Oh Sim, 
« worldly Farris are pitiful, poor ſorry things, 
compared with one glimpſe of this glory, which 
© ſhines in ſo ſtrongly into my ſoul! Oh why ſhould 

any of you be ſo fad, when I am fo glad: This, 
= this is the hour that IT have waited for- th 
| Abopt 
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About eight and forty hours before his death, his 
eyes were dim, and his fight much failed; his jaws 


ſhook and trembled, and his feet were cold, and all 


the ſymptoms of death were upon him, and his ex- 
tream parts were already almoſt dead and ſenſeleſs, 
and yet, even then, his joys were (if poſſible) grea- 
ter ſtill; he had ſo many fits of joy unſpeakable, that 


he ſeem'd to be. in one continued act of ſeraphic 


love and praiſe, He ſpake like one that was juſt en- 
tring into the gates of the new Feru/alem ; The great- 
eit part of him was now in heaven: not a word 


dropt from his mouth but it breathed Chriſt and 


heaven, Oh what encouragements did he give to- 
them which did ſtand by, to follow Chriſt in an 
humble, believing, zealous courſe of life, adding one 
degree of grace to angther, and uſing all diligence 
to make their calling and election - ſure; and that 
then, they alſo ſhould find a glorious paſſage into a 
bleſſed eternity. | 

But moſt of his work was praife, an hundred times 
admiring the bottomleſs loveof God to him. Oh, 
why me, Lord, why me! And then he would give, 
inſtructions to them that came to ſee him. He was 
icarce ever filent, becauſe the love of Chriſt and 
ſouls did conſtrain him. There was ſo much work 
done for Chriſt in his laſt hours, that I am ready to 
think, he did as much in one hour as ſome did in a year. 

Every particular perſon had a faithful affectfonate 
warning. And that good miniſter, that was ſo much 
with him, uſed this as an argument to perfuade him 
to be willing to hve a little longer, and to be patient 
to tarry God's leiſure; ſure God hath ſomething for 


'thee to do that is yet undone; ſome word of exhor- 


tation to ſome poor foul, that you have forgot. 

The truth of it is, he was filled with the love of 
Chriit, that he could ſcarce bear abſence from him a 
moment, He knew that he ſhould be capable of 
bearing greater glory above, than he could here. It 
was the judgment of ſome that were with him, that 
his heart was not only habitually, but actually ſet on 
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God all the day long; and nothing of human frailty 


ard, except it were his paſſionate deſire to die, 
and difficulty to bring himſelf to be willing to ſtay 


below heaven. 


He was wont every evening to take his leave cf 
his friends, hoping not to ſee them, till the mornin 
of the reſurrection; and he deſired that they would 
make ſure of a comfortable meeting at our Father's 
houſe in that other world, | 

One paſſage I cannot omit, which was this, That 
when miniſters or chriſtians came to him, he would 
beg of them to ſpend all the time that they had with 
him in praiſe. * O help me to praiſe God, I have 
* now nothing elſe to do from this time to eternity, 
© but to praiſe and love God. I have what my ſoul 
« defires upon earth; I cannot tell what to pray for, 
© but what I have graciouſly given.“ The wants that 
are capable of ſupplying in this world, are ſupplied, 


I want but one thing, and that is, A ſpeedy lift to hea- 


Ven. I expect no more here, I can't deſire more, I 
can't hear more. Oh praiſe, praiſe, praiſe that infi- 
nite boundleſs love that hath, to a wonder, looked 


upon my ſoul. Help me, O my friends, to praiſe 


and admire him that hath done fuch aſtoniſhing 
* wonders for my ſoul: he hath pardoned all my fins, 
he hath filled me with his goodneſs ; he hath given 
me grace and glory, and no good thing hath he- 
© with-held from me. 

Come, help me with praiſes, alPs too little: 
Come, help me, O ye glorious and mighty angels, 
* who are ſo well ſkilled in this heavenly work of 
© praiſe. Praiſe him, all ye creatures upon earth, let 
every thing that hath being, help me to praiſe him, 
Hallelujah, Hallelujab, Hallelujah! Praiſe is now 
my work, and I ſhall be engaged in that ſweet im- 
© ployment for ever. Bring the Bible, turn to Da- 
« wid's p/alms, and let us ſing a palm of praiſe: Come 
let's lift up our voice in the praiſe of the moſt high; 
© I with you as long as my breath doth laſt, and when 
© I have none I fhall do it better, 9 2 2 
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And then turning to ſome of his friends that were 
weeping, he defired them rather to rejoice than weep 
upon his account. It may juſtly ſeem a wonder, holy 
he could ſpeak ſo much as he did when he was ſo 
weak; but the joy of the Lord did ſtrengthen him. 

In his ſickneſs, the Scriptures that he took much 


delight in, were in the fourteenth, fifteenth, fix- 


teenth and ſeventeenth of 70%. The fifty fourth of 
Jſalab was very refreſhing alſo to him; he would re- 
peat that word [with everlaſiing mercies will I gather] 
with abundance of joy. | 


He commended the ſtudy of tbe promiſes: to be- 


lievers, and deſired that they would be ſure to make 
good their claim to them, and then they might come 


to thewells of conſolation and drink thereof their fill. 


According to his deiire moit of the time that was 
ſpent with him, was ſpent in praife; and he would 
{111 be calling out, wore praiſe till. O help me te 
« praiſe him: I have now nothing elſe to do; I] have 


done with prayer and all other ordinances ; I have 
© almoſt done converſing with mortals, I fhall pre- 


ſently be beholding Chriſt himſelf, that died for 
me, and loved me, and waſhed me in his blood. 
„I ſhall before a few hours are over, be in eter» 


6 nity, ſinging the ſong of A, and the ſong of the 


* Lamb. I ſhall prefently ſtand upon Mount Zion, 
© with an innumerable company of angels, and the 
6 ſpirits of the Juſt made perfect, and Jeſus the me- 
diator of the new covenant: I ſhall hear the voice 
of much people, and be one amongſt them, which 


„ ſhall fay, Hallelujah, falvation, glory honour, . 
and power unto the Lord our God; and again, we 


* ſhall ſay Hallelujah. And yet a very little while, 
© and I ſhall fing unto the Lamb, a ſong of praiſe, 
© ſaying worthy art thou to receive praiſe who wert 
6. fſlain, and haſt redeemed us to God by thy blood, 


out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 


nation, and haſt made us unto our God, kings, 
and prieſts, and we ſhall reign with thee for ever 
and Ser. | 


Mctbinks 


(0 } 


© Methinks J ſtand, as it were, with one foot in 
$ heaven, and the other upon earth: methinks I 
© hear the melody of heaven, and by faith J fee the 
angels waiting to carry my ſoul to the boſom of Je- 
* ſus, and I ſhall be for ever with the Lord in glory. 
And who can chooſe but refoice in all this? 


Several times he ſpake in this language, and re- 
peated many of theſe words often, over and over 
again, with far greater affection, than can be well 
worded: And I ſolemnly profeſs, that what is here 
written is no hyperbole, and that the twentieth part 
of what is obſervable in him, is not recorded; we 
cannot word it exactly as he did, yet you have the 
ſubſtance, and many things in his own words, with 
little or no variation, 

The day before his death, he looked fomewhat 
earneſtly upon his brother James, who ſtood by him 
very fad; of whom he judged, that he was putting 
up ſome ejaculations to God upon his account: 7 
thank thee dear brother, for thy lowe, ſaid he, thou 
art now praying for me, and I know thou haſt lowed me 
dearly : but Chrift loved me ten thouſand times more than 
thou dat; come and kiſs me, dear brother, before I die; 
And ſo with his cold dying lips he kiſſed him, and 
faid, I Hall go before, and I hope thou ſhalt follow after 
10 glory. 

Though he was almoſt always praifing God, and 
exhorting them that were about him to mind their 
everlaſting concerns, and ſecure an intereſt in Chriſt ; 
and though he ſlept but very little for ſome nights, 
yet he was not in the leaſt impaired in his intellec- 
tuals, but his actions were all decent, and becoming 
a man, and his diicourſe to-a ſpiritual underſtanding, 
highly rational, ſolid, divine. And ſo he continued 
to the laſt minute of his breath. | 

A few hours buiore his death he called all his re- 
lations and brethren together, that he might give 
them one ſolemn warning more; and bleſs them, 
and pray for them as his breath and ſtrength would 


* 
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give him leave; which he did with abundance of 
authority, affection and ſpirituality ; which take 
briefly as it follows. 

Firſt, He thanked his dear mother for her tender 
love to him, and deſired that ſhe might be in travel 
to ſee Chriſt formed in the fouls of the reſt of her 
children, and ſee of the travel of her ſoul, and meet 
them with joy in that great day. 

Then he charged all his brethren and fiſters in ge- 
neral, as they would anſwer it before God, that they 
would carry it dutiful to their dear mother. And 
tor his eldeſt brother William (at whoſe houſe he lay 
fick) his prayer was that he might be ſwallowed up 
of Chriſt, and love to ſouls; and be more and more 
exemplary i in his life, and ſucceſsful in his miniſtry, 
and finiſh his courſe with joy. 

His next brother's name was Andrecu, a citizen of 
London, who was with him, and ſaw him in his tri- 
umphing ſtate ; but (his neceſſary buſineſs calling him 
away) he could not then be by; yet he was not for- 
got, but he was thus bleſſed, The God heaven remem- 
ber my poor brother at London. The Lord make him tru- 
ly rich in giving him the pearl of great price, and make 
him a fellow citizen with the ſaints, and of the houſhold 
F God; the Lord deliver him from the fins of that city; 
may the world be kept out of his heart, and Chrift eb 


there. Oh that he may be as his name ts, a ſtrong man, 
aud that I may mcet him <vith yous 


Then he called his next brother, whoſe name was 
James, (whom he hoped God had made him a ſpiri- 
tual Father to) to whom he thus addreſſed himſelf; 
Brother James, I hope the Lord hath given thee a poodly 
heritage, the lines are fallen to thee in pleaſant places : 
the Lord is thy portion. 1 hope the Lord hath ſhewed - 
thee the worth of Chrifl. Hold on, dear Brother ; 
Chrift, Heaven and Glory are worth flriving for ; rhe 
Lord give thee more abundance of his grace. 

Then his next Brother Abraham was called, to 
whom he ſpake to this purpoſe, The Bleſſing of the 
God off Abraham veft upon thee, the Lord make rhes 
a Pather of many ſpiritual children. 


His 


6 


His % brother was Jeſeph, whom he bleſſed in 
this manner; Let him bleſs thee O Joſeph, that bi 
ſed him that was ſeparated from his brethren. O that 
his everlaſting arms may take hold on thee ! It is enoughy 
if yet thou mayſt live in his fights. My heart hath been 
zo towards thee, poor Joleph; and JI am not 
<vithout he pcs, that the arms of the Almighty qwill em- 
brace thee, The God of thy Father hls thee with the 
bleſſing of heaven above. 

The next was his ſiſter Mary, to whom he ſpoke 
thus, Poor fiſter Mary, thy body is weak, and thy days 
«vill be filled auith hit er nee; thy name is Marah ; the 
Lord ſvccten all with his grace and peace, and give thee 
healt\ in thy ſoul. Be patient, make jure of Chriſt, and 
all is well. | 

Then his other ſiſter, whoſe name was Sarah, was 
called; whom he thus blefled, Ser Sarah, thy body 
is flrong and heaithſul : O that thy foul may be ſo too 

The Lord make thee firſt a wiſe virgin, and then a 
mother in Iſrael; a patiern of modeſty, humility, and 
holineſs. . 

Another brother, Jacob, was then called, whom 
he bleſted after this manner; The Lord make thee an 
Jſraclite indeed, in whom there is noguile ! O that thou 
mayeft learn to qvreſile with God, and like à prince, 
mayeſt prevail, and not go without the bleſſing. 

Then he prayed for his youngeſt brother Benja- 
miu, Who was then but an infant; Poor little Benja— 
min! O that the Father of the fatherleſi, ævould take 
care of thee, poor child, that thou, which never /aweſt 
thy Father upon carth, mayeft fee him with joy in heas 
wen; The Lord be thy Father and portion; mayeſt thou 
ere the ſon of thy mother's right hand, and the joy of 

er age. pied hs 

6 © that none of us all may he found amongſt the 
£ unconverted in the day of judgment! O that eve- 
© ry one of us may appear (with our hcnoured 
Father and dear Mother) before Chriſt with joy, 
that they may ſay, Lord, here are we, and the 
children which thou haſt given us. Oh that we 
s may live to God here, and live with him been 

And 
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And now, my dear mother, brethren and ſiſters, 
farewell; I leave you for a while, and I commend 
you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is 
able to build you up, {and to give you an inheritance . 
among all them that are ſanctified. 

And now, dear Lord, my work is done. I have 
finiſhed my courſe, I have tought the good fight; 
and henceforth there remaineth tor me a crown of 
righteouſneſs! Now come, dear Lord Jeſus, come 
quickly, 

Then the miniſter came to give him his laſt viſit, 
and to do the office of an inferior angel, to help to 


convey his blefled ſoul to glory, who was now even 


upon Mount Piſgab, and had a full fight of that 
goodly land at a little diſtance, When the miniſter 
{pake to him his heart was in a mighty flame of love 
and joy, which drew tears of joy from him, being 
almoſt amazed to hear a manjuſt a dying, talk as if 
he had been with Je/s, and came from the imme- 
diate preſence of God. O the ſmiles that were then 
in his face, and the unſpeakable joy that was in his 
heart! One might have read grace and glory in his 
countenance. O the praiſe, the triumphant praiſes, 
that he put up? And jevery one muſt ſpeak praiſe 
about him, or elſe they made a jar in his harmony. 

And indeed moit did, as well as they could, help 
him in praiſe, So that I never heard, nor knew 
more praiſe given to God in one room than in his 


chamber, 


A little before he died, in the prayer or rather 
praiſes, he was ſo wrapped up with admiration and 
joy, that he could ſcarce forbear ſhouting for joy. 

n the concluſion of the duty, with abundance of 
faith and fervency he faid aloud, Amen. Amen. 

And now his deſires ſhall ſoon be ſatisfied ; death 
comes apace to do his office; his jaws are looſened 
more and more, and quiver greatly; his hands and feet 
are as cold as clay, and a cold ſweat is upon him: 
but, Oh how glad was he when he felt his ſpirit juſt 
a going! Never was death more welcome to any 

mortal 
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mortal, I think. Though the pangs of death were 
firong, Yet that far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory made him endure thoſe bitter pains 
with mach patience and courage. In the extremity 
of his pains, he defired his eldeſt brother to lay him 
a little lower, and to take away one pillow from him 
that he might die with the more eafe, His brother 
replied, he durſt not for a world, do any thing 
that might haſten his death a moment. Then he 
was well ſatisfied, and did ſweetly reſign himſelf up 


- wholly to God's diſpoſal ; And after a few minutes 


with a ſudden motion gathering up all his ſtrength, 
he gave himſelf a little turn on one fide, and in 
the twinkling of an eye, departed to the Lord. 


And now bleſſed foul, thy longings are fatisfied, 
and thou ſeeſt and feeleſt a thouſand times more than 
thou didſt upon earth, and yet thou canſt bear it 
with delight, thou art now welcomed to thy Father's 
houſe by Chriſt, the beloved of thy ſoul : Now thou 
hait heard him ſay, come thou bleſſed of my Father, 
and, Well done, good and faithful fervant, enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord, and wear that crown which 
was papers! for thee, - before the foundation of the 
world. 

Oh that all the relations which thou haſt left be- 
. hind thee may live with Chriſt and thee, for ever 
and ever, Amen. Amen. 


He died June, 1657, aged 23-24 and 
was buried in KELSHALL Church, in 
Hertfordſhire. 


